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Pottawattamie Emergency Management
Jeff Theulen, Emergency Management Director for
Pottawattamie County, spoke about flooding in
Pottawattamie County on July 16. He grew up in
Shelby County and graduated from Harlan in 1976.
Jeff spent 28 years as a policeman before beginning
his current job. He is also Assistant Chief of the
Treynor Fire Department and spent 33 years in the
military reserve.
Jeff said that a Colorado Incident Management Team
just came to town yesterday. They will help
Pottawattamie County avoid a public works disaster
following the flooding in the county. All storm sewers
in Council Bluffs are shut off, requiring storm water to
be pumped out. A rain over one or two inches will
totally swamp the system. The main emphasis now is
damage control.
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schools in the district are within throwing distance
of levies.
Meeting Minutes
Dick Baber and Richard Vorthmann provided
jokes at the beginning of the Treynor Optimist
Club meeting on July 16. Vice President Chuck
Nielsen opened the meeting with the pledge and
Kirk Vorthmann offered the prayer. Judy Guttau
contributed to the Youth Fund to recognize the
Treynor Softball team going to State. Several
members helped the Junior Girl Scouts and
Brownies with can sorting at the Can Kennel on
July 14. Bob Hibbard won the 50/50 drawing.
Ward Chambers won the attendance drawing,
but did nott collect.. There were 19 members
and 3 guests at the meeting.

Gary Guttau celebrated his 75th birthday
Every county in Iowa has an Emergency Management Thursday. He brought biscuits and gravy to the
Director. They work for a state commission that meets meeting for everyone to enjoy.
about twice each year. They have identified the ten
Taylor Clark and Mickaela Hovenga came to
highest priority types of emergencies in each county
accept their scholarships from the Optimist Club.
and learn how to address those possible problems.
Taylor will attend Creighton University, majoring
Jeff said that Pottawattamie County will probably have in nursing. She had a personal project at
Treynor where she collected 300 coats for an
losses of $100 million. Road repair is currently
Indian Reservation. Mickaela will attend Iowa
estimated at $40 million. Repair of the levies will be
State University in the fall, majoring in
performed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
Psychology. After graduation she wants to go
could cost another $100-150 million.
into Pharmacy.
Jeff said that levies are not dams. They are designed
Calendar
to control water for 7-10 days. They are usually built
July 23 – American Legion Fundraiser – Optimists
of dirt with clay on top, but older ones are only dirt.
run 50/50
New ones often have concrete down the middle. The
July 27 – Can Kennel Sorting, 6:00 p.m.
Iowa National Guard patrols the levies and find about
July 28 – Westfair ticket booth – shifts noon-3:00
150 small holes each day, mainly from rodents and
p.m. and 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Aug 4-7 – Optimist District Convention, hosted by
small animals.
The current flooding is mainly a result of 10-20 inches
of rain that fell over much of Montana on May 14-18.
On May 23, Jeff received the first call that the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers would double the release of
water from Gavins Point Dam. The current release
rate is 160,000 cubic feet per second, which is double
the highest release ever before, which was 78,000.
The release will begin to slow to 150,000 cubic feet
per second on August 5, but the water levels are not
expected to decrease because of the water outside of
the river that needs to move downstream. There is a
significant concern that there will not be time to fix the
levies by Spring.
So far there have been 256 houses destroyed in
Pottawattamie County. There are 35,000 people living
in flood plains in Council Bluffs. Shelters have been
set up with a capacity of 3,000, but most people in the
area go to live with relatives and friends instead of
shelters.
A major concern coming soon is what to do when
Council Bluffs schools open on 17 August. Some

the Underwood Optimist Club. Training sessions
all day Saturday, Aug 6.
th
Aug 13 – Gary & Julia Funkhouser 50 Anniversary
social, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Sept 6 – Treynor Multi-cultural night, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Birthdays
Jul 14 – Gary Guttau (recognized)
Jul 23 – Jerry Hempel
Jul 27 – Jim Clausen
Anniversaries
Jun 28 – Mick and Judy Guttau (recognized)
Jul 14 – Jeff & Mary Beth Jorgensen (recognized)
Jul 25 - Chuck & Kathy Nielsen
Speakers
July 23 - Boyd Blasi, the new manager of the new
grocery store in Treynor
July 30 - Aaron Poland, Treynor Recreation Area
update
Programs
July – Judy Guttau
Aug – Treynor Bank Employees
Sep – Jeff Jorgensen
Oct – Gary Funkhouser
Nov – Arlyn Norris
Dec – Chuck Nielsen
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