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Report of Recent Club Meeting 

   President Dick Baber opened the Optimist Club 
meeting on April 11 and led the pledge of 
allegiance. Judy Guttau gave the opening prayer.  
There were 19 members and 4 guests present.  
Kevin Underwood won the 50/50 drawing and Dick 
Baber won the attendance drawing. 
   Jeff Jorgenson, Gary Guttau, Linea White and Jim 
Clausen contributed to the Youth Fund.  Jeff 
contributed in observance of the Tax Revolt on April 
15 and Jim contributed in anticipation of a trip to 
Hawaii for his anniversary.  Dee Guttau contributed 
two flower planters that were auctioned for $10. 
   The Optimist Club Board met with seven members 
present and approved Linea White and Eric Allen as 
new board members.  They also approved meeting 
at the Treynor Recreation Association (TRA) golf 
course clubhouse for meetings in May.  Breakfast 
will be available starting at 7:00 a.m. for those 
interested. 
   May 3 will be the Optimist Club Youth 
Appreciation program at 3:00 p.m. at Zion church.  
On May 26 the Optimist Club will participate in an 
assembly at the Elementary building to celebrate the 
10 years of the can kennel, which has collected over 
$70,000 for youth programs in Treynor.  The board 
also approved the Treynor Youth Wrestling Club to 
receive can kennel receipts for February 2010 and 
the Jr. Optimist Club in March 2010. 

Bob Vander Plaats – Candidate for Iowa 
Governor in 2010 

    Bob Vander Plaats spoke at the Optimist Club on 
Saturday, April 11.  His father died this week and 
the funeral was yesterday.  In spite of all the visitors 
from the funeral, he drove down from Sioux City to 
keep his speaking engagement. 
   Bob talked about his father, a World War II 
veteran who had been married for 60 years on 
February 25.  He was 83 years old when he died.  
His parents and brother were killed when he was 13, 
but he always lived with an optimistic spirit.  He 
participated in the invasion of Iwo Jima and saw 
many of his companions die.  At age 74 he received 
an honorary diploma from his High School, along 
with eleven others.  He instilled in his children a love 
of country, family, and a faith in God. 
   Bob is the youngest of eight children.  He has 
never held a public office, but has served as a high 
school teacher, coach, and principal for eleven 
years in the Iowa public schools.  His third child, 

Lucas, was severely disabled at birth.  Bob 
wrote a book about him titled “Light from 
Lucas”, a story of God using the weak to 
inspire us.  In 1996, Bob was offered the 
opportunity to lead Opportunities Unlimited, a 
Sioux City-based service provider for people 
who have suffered brain and spinal injuries. 
   Bob Vander Plaats said that we do many 
things in Government that don’t make sense.  
His father said “If you ever find yourself on a 
dead horse, dismount.”  Bob said that the 
government needs to be redesigned because 
we cannot continue to grow the public sector at 
the current rate.  In two years the state budget 
has grown 21% and added 2600 employees. 
   For Iowa education, “No child left behind” 
should be left behind.  There is a movement in 
Iowa to create a model core curriculum that 
adds more bureaucracy.   The state would 
dictate what to teach.  However, Bob said that 
school districts learn best from each other.  
Currently only 58% of funds allocated to public 
schools goes to the classroom. 
   Bob Vander Plaats said that the key office in 
Iowa is the Governor.  The Governor controls 
what happens in the state.  He says that the 
current issue on marriage should be decided 
by the people of the state not the courts.  He 
also stands for property tax relief. 
   Bob Vander Plaats is networked in all 99 
counties in Iowa for the 2010 election.  He is 
the only Republican candidate organizing at 
this time.  For more information, look at his 
website, www.teamvp2010.com. 
 
CALENDAR 

The April Can Kennel contributions will be for the 
Treynor Yearbook.  Total collections are $69,012 
through January 2009. 
 
April 15, Wed 3:30 p.m. – Can Kennel sorting 
April 29, Wed 3:30 p.m. – Can Kennel sorting 

Birthdays 
Apr 20 – Steve Chambers 
Apr 25 – Rocky Saar 
Apr 30 – Jim Clausen 

Anniversaries 
Apr 4 – John & Kathy Schmitt 
Apr 7 – Jim Clausen 

Programs 
April – Dale Willenborg 
May – Richard Vorthmann 

 
 

 

□ Grandparents are similar to a piece of string – handy to have around and easily wrapped around the fingers of 

children. 

□ Adolescence is the age when children try to bring up their parents. 
Dale Willenborg, Editor, 14186 230th Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51503   712-366-6815   dalewill1@juno.com 
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