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Open Door Mission 

Candace Gregory, CEO of the Open Door Mission, 
spoke at the Treynor Optimist Club on November 5.  
She has worked for the Open Door Mission for 17 
years.  Candice said she has lived in Treynor for 
one year and one day.  She and her husband have 
four children. 

Candace said the best part of her work is seeing 
lives change.  The Open Door Mission programs 
include the Lydia House which provides emergency 
services for women and families, the Garland 
Thompson Men’s Center which helps men make 
changes in their lives, and the Timberlake Outreach 
Center which helps families remain in their own 
homes.  They also sponsor a variety of life-changing 
programs.  See 
http://www.opendoormission.org/about/progra
ms    

Candace provided a lot of facts about the Mission.  
The Lydia House serves about 300 women now.  
They treat for addictions without the use of foster 
care.  The Timberlake Thrift Store offers free 
clothing and household supplies.  They provided 
90,000 diapers last year.  86% of the people coming 
to Timberlake are working.  20% of them are from 
outside Omaha and another 26% are from Iowa. 

The Open Door Mission teaches independence, not 
dependence.  60% of the people they work with 
have a job. 

The Open Door Mission was founded in 1954.  In 
1986 the city moved the Open Door Mission to its 
current place.  It needed a lot of work, because 72% 
of the walls had mold in them. 

The Open Door Mission does not currently have an 
industrial kitchen.  They are using the one at MOMs 
Place while theirs is under construction.  
Construction is expected to be complete February 
19. 

The Mission also helps in the community.  They 
served 900 flood victims, provided 1500 mattresses, 
and had a 37% increase in their services this 
summer due partially to the flooding. 

The Open Door Mission programs are very 
successful.  They have an addiction recovery 
program that has a 91% success rate after one 
year.  In 1999 they started a smoking sensation 
program with Creighton. 

60% of the adults they work with have less than a 
6th grade reading ability.  Over 300 retired teachers 
volunteer.  They also have a 30 day program that 
offers GED classes on a computer. 

The Mission has over 1400 volunteers who 
give at least 2 hours of their time each month 
to help.  For more information on the Open 
Door Mission and its programs, see their 
website at: 
http://www.opendoormission.org 

Meeting Minutes 

Gary Funkhouser and Richard Vorthmann 
provided jokes before the Optimist Club 
meeting on November 5.  Chuck Nielsen 
opened the meeting with the pledge and Arlyn 
Norris gave the opening prayer.   

Ken Graham will celebrate his 40th Anniversary 
on Monday.  Bill Vorthmann also contributed to 
the Youth Fund in recognition of his past 
birthday and anniversary.  Chuck Nielsen and 
Gary Guttau contributed to the Youth Fund in 
recognition of Iowa State football. 

Gary Funkhouser recognized the Junior 
Optimist Club for having eight members help 
server at MOMs place.  They plan to go again 
next month. 

Gary Guttau won the 50/50 drawing.  Milli 
Harvey won the attendance drawing, but did 
not collect.  There were 16 members and 2 
guests at the meeting.  There will be a club 
board meeting next week. 

Calendar 

Nov 16 – Can Kennel sorting for Cub Scouts, 3:30 
p.m. 

Nov 30 – Can Kennel sorting for Cub Scouts, 3:30 
p.m. 

Birthdays 

Oct 17 – Marsha Underwood  (recognized) 
Oct 29 – Bill Vorthmann  (recognized) 
Nov 8 - Mick Guttau 
Nov 18 – Dianne Willenborg 

Anniversaries 
Sep 26 – Bill & Ann Vorthmann   (recognized) 
Oct 6 – Eric & Kelly Allen 
Oct 13 – Dale & Dianne Willenborg (recognized) 
Oct 17 – Dennis & Kay White (recognized) 
Nov 2 - Kirk & Lynell Vorthmann 
Nov 6 – Kenneth & Linda Graham   (recognized) 
Nov 21 – Les & Milli Harvey 
Nov 25 – Ward & Suzanne Chambers 

Speakers 
November 5—Candace Gregory, President/CEO 

Open Door Mission 
November 12—Keith Norris, Iowa DOT Materials 

Engineer 
November 19—Denise Wilson & SPY members on 

their summer mission trip 
Programs 

Nov – Arlyn Norris 
Dec – Chuck Nielsen
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