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Well Drilling in Africa 

Mike Tripp came to the 
Treynor Optimist Club 
on December 22 to talk 
about his well drilling 
mission trip to South 
Africa.  He went with 
five others to Missions 
Ablaze in Tongatt, 
South Africa.  The site 
had been part of a 
plantation for 125 
years. 

The mission sits on 18 
acres, with most of it 
rented out for growing 
sugar cane.  Hey 

prepare soup and stew in huge kettles.  They do 60 
gallons three days a week and 90 gallons two days, 
serving it with bread. 

Missions Ablaze helps feed the poor.  They served 
about 2 million meals last year.  They collect food from 
stores that is about to expire and distribute it.  The 
mission is on the East Coast of Africa. 

The mission spends $800-900 per month on water 
from the city.  They pay on a per-liter basis. 

Mike and the others went to school for a week to learn 
how to drill with simple Lone Star drilling rigs.  When 
they got to the mission they found two non-working 
rigs and had to cobble one working rig from the two.  It 
took a lot of duct tape and wire. 

They arrived on Thursday after a 35 hour trip and 
worked Friday and Saturday that week, working every 
day except Sundays.  Their day would start at 5:30 
a.m., with devotion at 6:00, then breakfast, then start 
drilling about 7:15 and end at dusk. 

Typically they were able to drill about 2 feet per hour, 
taking soil samples as they went.  One day they hit 
shale and drilled about 3 feet the entire day.  They 
were drilling a 3” hole, with plans to ream it out to 4” 
for the well casing. 

One day they lost a few drill bits in the hole.  Unable to 
get them back out, they moved four feet and started 
over.  That day they drilled 85 feet. 

The team managed to get to 105 feet and then ran out 
of time on their trip.  Drillers from the area told them 
there was water at about 125 feet.  Some people from 
the area continued drilling after they left, but hit solid 
rock, so Mike didn’t know if they were able to 
complete the well.  Hiring a local well driller would cost 
more than the mission could afford. 

Mike said that schools are not good in South Africa.  
Some children graduate still unable to read and write.  
Schools were much better under apartheid.  There is a 
lot of corruption and a lot of theft.  In that area you 
need to be Zulu to get a job, because unemployment 
was around 75%. 

Mike said “It’s an experience to go to an area where 
day-to-day live is very difficult.”  He would gladly go 
back again.  There is so much need.  He was able to 
go with the mission to deliver food.  “It is a pleasure to 
see people with so little, be so thankful.” 

Information about Missions Ablaze is available at: 

http://www.missionsablaze.org.za/  

 Meeting Minutes 

Ken Graham opened the meeting on December 22.   
Gary Funkhouser, Keith Denton and Richard 
Vorthmann provided jokes before the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Richard Vorthmann offered the opening 
prayer.  

Ken Graham stated that there were 12,623 one room 
schoolhouses in Iowa in 1900.  More information is 
available at: 
http://www.iptv.org/iowastories/detail.cfm/schoolhouses  

Kirk Vorthmann contributed to the Youth Fund in 
recognition of his son completing high voltage training.  
Can kennel sorting will be January 9 and 30. 

The Treynor Optimist Club will hold a board meeting 
on January 5. 

Dee Guttau won the 50/50.  Ken Graham won the 
attendance award.  There were 11 members and 1 
guest at the meeting. 

Gary Funkhouser and Chad Guttau brought items that 
auctioned for at total of $7.  Chuck Nielsen provided 
cake to celebrate his birthday.

Calendar 

Jan 9 – Can Kennel Sorting, Jr. Sr. Prom, prob 3:30 p.m. 
Jan 30 – Can Kennel Sorting, Jr. Sr. Prom, TBD 

Birthdays 

Dec 2 – Gerald Forristall 
Dec 16 – Kevin Underwood 
Dec 23 - Chuck Nielsen (recognized) 

Anniversaries 
Dec 27 – Gary & Dee Guttau (recognized) 

Programs 
Dec – Bill Vorthmann 
Jan – Bill Matthew 

 
 
 

Speakers 
Dec 29 -  
Jan 5

th
: Jim Anderson (Modern Food Production) 

Jan 12
th
: Kevin Forristall (Behavioral Economics)  

Jan 19 - Cynthia Angeroth, Outreach Coordinator for 
Iowa School for the Deaf 

Prayers 
Dec 29—Ken Graham 
Jan 5—Dale Willenborg 
Jan 12—Gary Guttau 
Jan 19—Steve Irvin 
Jan 26—Dee Guttau 
Feb 2—Mick Guttau 
Feb 9—Judy Guttau 

 

 

Dale Willenborg, Editor, 14186 230
th
 Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51503   712-366-6815   dalewill1@juno.com 
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